NON-VIOLENCE AND THE MODERN WORLD
being mortal it was not within his power to give us the
grace to follow the way; that can only come from within
ourselves; we have first to become reconciled with Truth;
that is to say with God. Before that miracle can be wrought
within us, as individuals and as nations, there must first
develop within us the, desire for that reconciliation.
Reconciliation has many meaning, yet the same truth
runs through them all. Reconciliation is reunion after
estrangement; it is resignation, submission, acceptance;
it is a harmonising of conflicting ideas or actions;
it is, we might say, a coming-to-terms with life.
The truth which runs through all this is peace, physical
and spiritual. St. Augustine, bishop pf Hippo in the
fourth century, writing in times no less chaotic than
our ow,n, cried to God 'Tliou madest us for Thyself,
and our hearts are restless till they rest in Thee.' It is the
whole essence of Gandhiji's mission of reconciliation. He
has, indeed, expressed himself on the subject of religion
in much the same terms; it was, he declared, 'the per-
manent element in human nature which counts no cost too
great in order to find full expression and which leaves the
soul utterly restless until it has found itself, known its
Maker, and appreciated the true correspondence between
the Maker and itself/
Until Mankind achieves that correspondence with its
Maker, that reconciliation with Truth, the world will con-
tinue to live in agony, in the perpetual fear of war, and
all the moral and spiritual disintegration that that involves.
We can be physically safe and spiritually free only as we
achieve Ahimsa, which, as Gandhiji has said, is only possible
by ceaseless striving. I cannot do better than conclude with
his own words, addressed to India in 1926 but carrying no
less urgent a message for the world in general to-day: 'Let
those, therefore, who believe in non-violence as the only
method of achieving real freedom, keep the lamp of non-
violence burning bright iu the midst of the present
impenetrable gloom. The truth of a few will count; the
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